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MOONDYNE JOE 
HASS, English 
 
Who was Moondyne Joe, and how do we know about him? 
 
Students will: 
• Understand the difference between primary and secondary sources of information. 
• Use historical sources to collect information and make inferences about the past. 
• Evaluate the usefulness of sources. 
• Write a poem inspired by historical events.  
 

ENGAGE  
 
Show students, first, the compass pouch and, second, the compass from the 
Toodyay local history collection. Ask if students can guess what the items are. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

EXPLAIN 
 
• The compass and pouch are believed to have belonged to a convict, Joseph 

Bolitho Johns, otherwise known as Moondyne Joe. He became infamous after 
repeatedly escaping from prisons in Fremantle and in Toodyay.  

• The compass was donated to the Newcastle Gaol Museum by May Hall, when 
it opened in 1961. May’s father, Charles Samuel Hall, was a senior warder at 
Fremantle Prison and took an interest in Moondyne Joe, who had carried out 
gardening duties for the family. The donated items are an example of a 
primary source of information. 

• A primary source is an artefact, document, diary, manuscript, autobiography, 
recording, or any other source of information that was created at the time 
under study. In contrast a secondary source of information is one that was 
created later, by someone who did not experience first-hand the time and 
events you are researching. An example is an information leaflet about 
Moondyne Joe created by the Newcastle Gaol Museum. Both sources of 
information are useful when learning about the past.  

• You can read The legend of Moondyne Joe, and explain that the author, Mark 
Greenwood, would have used both primary and secondary sources of 
information to research and write the story. 
 

EXPLORE 
 
Show students a photo of Moondyne Joe, and discuss: 
• What can we learn – or guess – about Moondyne Joe by looking at this photo? (eg. that he wasn’t very rich; he may have 

observed how Aboriginal people used kangaroo skins to make cloaks and copied them) 
• What are some questions about Moondyne Joe that this source doesn’t help us answer? (eg. We don’t know where he 

came from, or what he did) 
 
Working in small groups, pairs or individually, get students to use a selection of primary and secondary sources of information 
to find out more about Moondyne Joe.  
• http://www.wanowandthen.com/Moondyne-Joe.html  
• https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Moondyne_Joe 
• https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moondyne_Joe 
• http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/johns-joseph-bolitho-3859  
• http://purl.slwa.wa.gov.au/slwa_b1926736_1 
• http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106235225  See extract included in this resource 

http://www.toodyay.com/files/sharedassets/public/museum/moondyne-joe-brochure.pdf
http://www.toodyay.com/files/sharedassets/public/museum/moondyne-joe-brochure.pdf
https://www.walkerbooks.com.au/Books/The-Legend-of-Moondyne-Joe-9781921720123
http://www.wanowandthen.com/Moondyne-Joe.html
https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Moondyne_Joe
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moondyne_Joe
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/johns-joseph-bolitho-3859
http://purl.slwa.wa.gov.au/slwa_b1926736_1
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article106235225
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• http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3751097 See extract included in this resource 
• http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article72377474 See extract included in this resource 
 
Discuss: 
• When were the sources produced, who by and why? 
• What information about Moondyne Joe does each source provide, and what information is missing? 
• How did the authors of the secondary sources know about Moondyne Joe? 
 
EXTEND 
 
Moondyne Joe has become a legend, inspiring poems, books and songs to be written about him, as well as community events 
such as the Toodyay Moondyne Joe Festival. Show students some examples of poems written about Moondyne Joe, and get 
them to write their own poem using the information they gathered. 
  
EVALUATE AND REFLECT 
 
• What have we learned about Moondyne Joe? 
 
• Do you think an object like the compass would have been valuable to Moondyne Joe? Why? 
 
• Why should we try to use a variety of sources when trying to find out about the past? 

 
 

 
 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article3751097
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article72377474
https://moondynefestival.com.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moondyne_Joe
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Shire of Toodyay local history collection 2000.50a-c 
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,Joseph Bolitho Johns, aka Moondyne Joe 

Wikimedia Commons 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Moondyne_Joe.jpg  

 
 
  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Moondyne_Joe.jpg
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